, STATE OF HAWAI‘I
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Forestry and Wildlife
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

January 13, 2017

Chairperson and Members

Board of Land and Natural Resources
State of Hawai‘i

Honolulu, Hawai‘i

Land Board Members:

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF A MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR
PAHOLE NATURAL AREA RESERVE, TAX MAP KEY 1-6-8-001-002,
WAIALUA, O‘AHU.

AND

REQUEST APPROVAL OF DECLARATION OF EXEMPTION TO
CHAPTER 343, HRS, ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE
REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS PROJECT

SUMMARY:

This submittal requests Board approval for the Division of Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW) Pahole
Natural Area Reserve (NAR) Management Plan (Working Draft attached, Attachment 1). This
submittal also requests approval of a declaration of exemption for this project (Attachment 2).

Pahole Natural Area Reserve (NAR or Reserve) is situated on the northeastern face of the Wai‘anae
Mountain Range in the district of Waialua on the island of O‘ahu. The Reserve was formally
established in 1981 by Governor’s Executive Order 3098 from lands withdrawn from the Mokulg‘ia
Forest Reserve (FR). The 658 acre (266 hectare) Reserve was created to protect lowland native
mesic and dry forest and natural communities, including rare and endangered plants and animals.
These forests are noted for their species diversity and richness, and are becoming increasingly
uncommon.

The overall management goal of the Pahole NAR Management Plan is to protect, maintain, and
enhance the Reserve’s unique natural, cultural, and geological resources. This management goal is.
aligned with the overall vision, mission, goals and management objectives for the Natural Area
Reserves System (Division of Forestry and Wildlife 2008). Management programs have been
developed to support this overall goal and include the following:

1. Management of Natural Resources
2. Integration with Other DLNR and DOFAW Programs
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Administration and Infrastructure
Monitoring and Data Collection
Cultural Resources

External Partnerships

Outreach and Education

N Ww

This Management Plan outlines the planned management activities in the Reserve over the next
fifteen years. :

Section I of the Management Plan provides background information on the physical setting, land
use, condition of resources in the NAR and summarizes past and current management. Section II
describes the planned management actions including overall goals and objectives and planned short
term and long term management actions. Section III summarizes planned management actions and
the associated budget proposed to complete those actions. Section III is intended to be regularly
updated (approximately every two years) and will primarily be used internally by NARS staff for
operational and biennium budget planning.. The plan appendices, which will also be regularly
updated, consist of more technical information, primarily for the use of staff and partners.

BACKGROUND:

Long-term management of Pahole NAR as described in the plan provides multiple benefits to the
state. The natural communities within the Reserve provide habitat for a diverse range of native
plants and animals, preserving the biodiversity of Hawai‘i. The habitats of the Reserve are an
important component of the larger landscape of protected and managed public and private lands
stretching across the Wai‘anae Mountains.

The Natural Area Reserves System (NARS) was created in 1971 by the Hawai‘i State Legislature to
“preserve in perpetuity specific land and water areas which support communities, as relatively
unmodified as possible, of the natural flora and fauna, as well as geological sites, of Hawai‘i (HRS
§ 195-1).” The legislature further found that these unique natural assets should be protected and
preserved, both for the enjoyment of future generations and to provide baselines against which
changes to Hawaii’s environment can be measured. The NARS is administered by the Hawai ‘i
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) Division of Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW)
Native Ecosystem Protection and Management (NEPM) Section. NARS Commission members act
in an advisory capacity for the Board of Land and Natural Resources, which sets policies for the
Department. Hawai‘i Administrative Rules 13-209 relate to the management of the NARS.

The NARS is based on the concept of protecting native Hawaiian ecosystems — not merely single
species. Because the natural resources of Hawai‘i are under constant threat from invasive species,
human encroachment, feral ungulates, climate change, and other threats, the NARS seeks to protect
the best remaining examples of the State’s unique ecosystems. In addition to setting aside these
areas as reserves, the NARS strives to actively manage these reserves in order to preserve the
unique characteristics that make these areas an integral part of the natural heritage of Hawai‘i.
NARS provide some of the best opportunities to effectively restore impacted ecosystem functions,
and actively address overall goals of recovery of flora and fauna, due primarily to the relative
intactness of their lands. Reflecting this, the mission of the NARS is: “The NARS exists to ensure
the highest level of stewardship for Hawaii’s natural resources through acquisition, active
management, and other strategies.”



DISCUSSION: The Division is conducting ongoing planning efforts to develop and update
management plans for various reserves in the NARS. This management plan reflects management
accomplishments and current management needs of this Reserve. Management plans are intended to
be consistent across the State and serve to organize field management, assist in budgeting and
funding concerns, and to incorporate the involvement of the public and partner organizations.

The Pahole Management Plan was developed using a variety of methods. Initial development
consisted of reviewing and analyzing DOFAW historic and current files and documents obtained
from other State agencies. State of Hawai‘i Geographic Information Systems (GIS) map layers
relating to biological, historical, and environmental resources were referenced extensively to
develop this plan. Additional resources used were the Hawai‘i Comprehensive Wildlife
Conservation Strategy, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Recovery Plans and others. The plan then
evolved into its final iteration through discussions with Division staff from all program areas, both
at the Branch and Administrative offices, other Divisions and State agencies, DOFAW partners, and
the public.

Board approval of the subject management plans is intended to trigger some or all of the following
actions:

1. DOFAW efforts to secure operational and planning funding for plan objectives.

2. Implementation of plan objectives by DOFAW.

3. Periodic solicitation of requests for proposals or bids for implementation of plan objectives,
including issuance of permits, licenses, or contracts, as necessary.

The Pahole NAR Management Plan conforms with the purpose of the Natural Area Reserve System
as stated in Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS § 195-1) and associated Hawai‘i Administrative Rules
(HARS 13-209), to preserve in perpetuity specific land and water areas which support communities,
as relatively unmodified as possible, of the natural flora and fauna, as well as geological sites, of
Hawai‘i.

CHAPTER 343 — ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT:

In accordance with the requirements of Chapter 343, HRS, and Chapter 11-200-8(6), Hawaii
Administrative Rules (HAR), the Exemption List for the Department of Land and Natural
Resources as reviewed and concurred upon by the Environmental Council on June 5, 2015, the
subject project is exempt from the preparation of an environmental assessment pursuant to the
exemption classes listed in Attachment 2.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

That the Board of Land and Natural Resources:

1. Approve the Pahole Natural Area Reserve Management Plan as a guiding document for
the management of the subject reserve.

2. Declare that, after considering the potential effects of the proposed project as provided
by Chapter 343, HRS, and Chapter 11-200, HAR, this project will likely have minimal
or no significant effect on the environment and is therefore exempt from the preparation
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of an environmental assessment.

Respectfully sulfiitfed,

David G. Smith, Administrator
Division of Forestry and Wildlife

APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL.:

4, 12Q. Gp

SUZANNE D. CASE, Chairperson
Board of Land and Natural Resources

Attachment 1. Pahole Natural Area Reserve Management Plan
Attachment 2. Declaration of Exemption








































































































































































































































































